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New Items Added to the Newsletter that are
Important

Calendar Survey for 2027-28 School Year

PWCS launched the annual calendar survey for the 2027-28 instructional calendar on Friday,
October 2, and we want to hear from you!

The calendar options were developed through a collaborative process that included input and
feedback on draft calendars from teachers, support staff, principals, central office leaders,
families, students, and community partners.

Now it's your turn — staff feedback is essential to ensuring that our school calendar supports
student learning, family needs, staff planning, and the needs of our diverse community. When you
take the calendar survey, you'll be able to see the three draft calendars and a comparison with
neighboring school divisions.

The survey results will be shared with the School Board in November, with a final decision
expected at the School Board meeting on Wednesday, December 2.

Survey closes: Friday, October 16
#° Take the calendar survey.

Prince William County Public Schools is participating in the statewide SNAP in
Schools initiative!

Prince William County Public Schools is excited to announce that the Virginia Department of
Social Services in collaboration with the Virginia Department of Education has initiated SNAP in
Schools outreach to students and families in Virginia. SNAP provides food benefits to eligible
families to supplement their grocery budget so they can afford the nutritious food essential to
health and well-being. To learn more or to apply for SNAP benefits, please visit
www.commonhelp.virginia.gov/



https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/9018883/SY2027-28-Calendar-Options-Poll&data=05%7c02%7cPaulWiDS%40PWCS.EDU%7ca8ec9b4a232348d09dd408df201cbb7d%7c17b09a6d95e44d1e85e31ce0d4de7fc1%7c0%7c0%7c639264979940114227%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7c0%7c%7c%7c&sdata=NFgfn4peqdp4R9ntEuzY6xIWySSykGtQjeHaH9rr3Hk%3D&reserved=0
https://commonhelp.virginia.gov/

Items that Will Always be Relevant forParents to
Review

SchoolQuality Profile (AKA: SOL Results)

The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) released the annual Virginia Standards of Learning
(SOL) test results and updated the School Quality Profile. We are well on our way to fully

recovering from the pandemic. Occoquan has scored some of the highest scores in Reading and
Math. Our African-American scores are what | am most proud of, as we have now surpassed the
achievement gap in this category. PWCS will work diligently to support continued academic
progress, acceleration, and recovery.

Dismissal Times

Students are no longer allowed to be dismissed from the office between the times of 3:30 and 4:00
due to disruptions to the dismissal process. If you need to pick your child up early, you will need to
do so before 3:30. Otherwise, you will need to wait until 4:10 to come into the office to pick them

up.

Late Bus Information

Transportation's Late Bus Notification web page is now available for parents and schools. The
page will list buses that will be late 15 minutes or more to start their run. Please save the link
below to review it:

https:/www.pwcs.edu/departments/transportation/bus_delays

Bus App

There will be a new bus tracking app used this school year for you to be able to track your child's
bus more reliably. Information about EZ A2B can be found on the EZ A2B webpage.

Free Mental Health Care

PWCS recognizes that this time of year can be particularly challenging for many students. To
ensure that every student has access to the support they need, we would like to remind parents
that free mental health telehealth services are available to all PWCS students through Hazel Health
— at no cost. Together, we can make a significant difference in the mental well-being of our
students now and beyond.

Visit the PWCS Hazel Health webpage for more information.

Continuous Improvement Plan

Our ambitious Continuous Improvement Plan ensures we are on the right track to navigate the
journey back to pre-pandemic levels by investing in our instructional core, maintaining high
expectations to ensure academic excellence, and strengthening infrastructures along the way
toward greater equitable and accessible academic achievement for all students.

Please click the link below to take a look at the plan in what will be some of its final stages.



https://schoolquality.virginia.gov/
https://www.pwcs.edu/departments/transportation/bus_delays
https://www.pwcs.edu/departments/transportation/bus_app
https://www.pwcs.edu/departments/student_services/mental_health_telehealth/index
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Title I Information

Key information for Title |

» Please be sure to check out the Occoquan school compact for information about Title | (it is
the document directly above), staff agreements, student agreements, and parent agreements,
as well as our goals for the year in reading and math.

¢ Reading support is provided through small-group instruction and before and after-school
tutoring.

e Math support is provided through small-group instruction, co-teaching lessons with the
classroom teacher, before and after-school tutoring, and one-on-one individual support for
math intervention.

¢ Thank you for supporting our awesome Occoquan students!

PARENTAL RIGHT TO INFORMATION ABOUT TEACHERS:

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, most recently reauthorized as the Every Student
Succeeds Act, states that parents in Title | schools have the right to request certain information
about their child's teachers. The information that you have a right to request about your child's
teacher is:

¢ Whether the teacher has met state qualifications and licensing criteria for the grade levels and
subjects the teacher is teaching.

¢ Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which
state qualification or licensing has been waived.

¢ The baccalaureate degree major of certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of
discipline of the certification or degree.

¢ Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.



https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/6a7f544e65fdb533c0f11d6d

At Occoquan ES, we are extremely proud of our teachers and paraprofessionals, and are happy to
provide you with any of the information above pertaining to your child’s teacher(s). If you have such
a request, please call the school at 703.494.2195 and ask for the information you are interested in.

Parental Opt Out of Assessments

Parental Notification of Assessment Opt Out Policies under The Every Student Succeeds Act of
2015 According to the Virginia Department of Education, "All students in tested grade levels and
courses are expected to participate in Virginia's assessment program, unless specifically
exempted by state or federal law or by Board of Education regulations.” On December 10, 2015, the
Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) was signed into law. Section 1112(e)(2) of ESSA
states that parents of students in Title | schools have a right to know about state or division
policies regarding student participation in any assessments mandated by ESSA, including any
policy, procedure, or parental right to opt students out of such assessments. The Commonwealth
of Virginia does not currently have an Opt Out policy for SOL assessments. However, Section 22.1-
253.13:3.Cof the Code of Virginia states that, “The Board of Education shall not include in its
calculation of the passage rate of a Standards of Learning assessment for the purposes of state
accountability any student whose parent has decided to not have his child take such Standards of
Learning assessment, unless such exclusions would result in the school's not meeting any
required state or federal participation rate.” Prince William County Public Schools regulations state
that, if a parent or guardian decides to not have a student take a state or local assessment, then
the person making the request should be informed about the academic consequences that
decision could have on the student.

If you would like to receive more information about this topic, please contact the principal.

OCCOQUAN ELEMENTARY




Grade Level Newsletters

Grade Level Newsletters

Please click on the grade level below that your child(ren) is in order to read their specific
information from their teachers.

Grade Levels update their information once a month.

Kindergarten

1st Grade
2nd Grade
3rd Grade

% . 4thGrade

| 5th Grade

Gifted
The En"CORNER"
EL Department
Special Education Department
Music Club Page
Strings

Important Event Dates

Event Information

NO SCHOOL--Teacher's Professional Development Day
When?

Monday, Oct 12, 2026, 09:00 AM

Event Information
PTO/Advisory



https://www.smore.com/w3kmp
https://www.smore.com/eryc7
https://www.smore.com/u9zxe7
https://www.smore.com/20vfw
https://www.smore.com/3ngje
https://www.smore.com/7v5g6
https://secure.smore.com/n/1hnq0
https://www.smore.com/5p8dm
https://www.smore.com/bygrt
https://www.smore.com/sgr9x
https://secure.smore.com/n/dxc84
https://secure.smore.com/n/h12rv
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeet.google.com%2Fgfb-gpss-ivf%3Fhs%3D224&data=05%7C02%7CLintmp%40pwcs.edu%7C1944cce60ca64979a8db08df240f442c%7C17b09a6d95e44d1e85e31ce0d4de7fc1%7C0%7C0%7C639269320580387693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RCr2RZnJgcfSrhaXl4leZ2jKyLSH3hlJYNMR4%2BuLTKE%3D&reserved=0

Meeting link

Join by phone
(Us)
PIN: 480920922

When

Thursday Oct 15,2026 - 7pm — 8pm (Eastern Time - New York)
When?
Thursday, Oct 15, 2026, 07:00 PM

Event Information

School Picture Day

When?

Tuesday, Oct 20, 2026, 09:30 AM

Event Information

Story Book Character Day

When?

Wednesday, Oct 28, 2026, 09:00 AM

Event Information

Trunk or Treat at Westminster
When?

Wednesday, Oct 28, 2026, 05:30 PM

Event Information

Third Grade Taking CoGATSs on the 29 and 30
When?

Thursday, Oct 29, 2026, 09:00 AM

Event Information

End of the First Quarter

When?

Friday, Oct 30, 2026, 04:30 PM

Event Information
No School for Students
When?


https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeet.google.com%2Fgfb-gpss-ivf%3Fhs%3D224&data=05%7C02%7CLintmp%40pwcs.edu%7C1944cce60ca64979a8db08df240f442c%7C17b09a6d95e44d1e85e31ce0d4de7fc1%7C0%7C0%7C639269320580387693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RCr2RZnJgcfSrhaXl4leZ2jKyLSH3hlJYNMR4%2BuLTKE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmeet.google.com%2Fgfb-gpss-ivf%3Fhs%3D224&data=05%7C02%7CLintmp%40pwcs.edu%7C1944cce60ca64979a8db08df240f442c%7C17b09a6d95e44d1e85e31ce0d4de7fc1%7C0%7C0%7C639269320580398392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kILnqiWlwR21UX1p5GjmLysH78ftG8vn%2FJjt4vyknOU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftel.meet%2Fgfb-gpss-ivf%3Fpin%3D3825099273094%26hs%3D0&data=05%7C02%7CLintmp%40pwcs.edu%7C1944cce60ca64979a8db08df240f442c%7C17b09a6d95e44d1e85e31ce0d4de7fc1%7C0%7C0%7C639269320580408729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qzmun52l%2BKFbQbJBC%2FX9IrJ%2F3IFR%2B2HeCidW%2FNX95W8%3D&reserved=0

Monday, Nov 2, 2026, 09:00 AM

Event Information

No School for Students

When?

Tuesday, Nov 3, 2026, 09:00 AM

Event Information

First Grade Field Trip

When?

Friday, Nov 6, 2026, 09:30 AM

Occoquan Elementary School

Where Everybody Is Somebody

A PWCS "School of Excellence"

Email: lintmp@pwcs.edu

Website: occoquanes.pwcs.edu

Location: 12915 Occoquan Road, Woodbridge, VA, USA
Phone: 703.494.2195

Facebook: www.facebook.com/OccoquanElementary
Twitter: @occoquanes

Michael Lint

Michael is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters


mailto:lintmp@pwcs.edu
https://occoquanes.pwcs.edu/
https://maps.google.com/?q=12915+Occoquan+Rd,+Woodbridge,+VA+22192,+USA&ftid=0x89b65448e46e5e75:0xe19a853699ed45e4
https://www.facebook.com/OccoquanElementary
https://www.twitter.com/@occoquanes

